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Judges 19-21: Context matters – a lot! In the book of Judges, there were no kings, so God appointed rulers to 

politically govern Israel as a state. But by the last chapters of Judges (on which this question hangs), 

there were no more judges because the last one died (Judges 16:23-31). So by now, all we can expect 

is anarchy and all anarchies have no moral order or decency at all! So the statement that starts the 

book’s chronicle of these dark events is this: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what 

was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6).1 Think of this: A parent leaves the room where a child is 

unsupervised and a gallon of bleach is easily within his reach. In that moment, there was no parent in 

the room, so the child reached for whatever caught his eye. See the connection? Now if we fast 

forward two chapters, we read about a Levite and his girlfriend travelling to Ephraim from 

Bethlehem. During their stay, they got ambushed by the whole city and that night elapsed with the 

continual and repeated rape of the girlfriend. By morning, she was dead. So the Levite, fiercely 

enraged, dissected her body into twelve pieces and sent each part to a tribe of Israel. This now 

enrages all the eleven tribes of Israel against the one tribe of Benjamin (who by the way, raped the 

girlfriend), and so this leads to a civil war where everyone is seeking vengeance for the Levite by 

almost fully eradicating Benjamin’s tribe. (Later they felt sorry, so they provided women to 

repopulate that tribe.) So here is my question: Throughout this entire story, did God kill anyone? Did 

God command all this violence? No! People are innately evil (Jeremiah 17:9). Evil people, when left 

alone wreck of everything. God didn’t stop them because God isn’t a tyrant – apparently he believes 

in free will. Someone might still ask why God would allow this. Another example is justice. How 

would you feel if someone took your girlfriend and raped her to death? Wouldn’t you want the full 

effect of the law against them? That’s what God granted for this man. This is why “the LORD 

defeated Benjamin before Israel” (Judges 20:35). God exercised his justice for all to see. One might 

ask, “Does God like mass murder?” No! “As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of 

the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 

you die…?” (Ezekiel 33:11). That’s why later, “the people had compassion on Benjamin because the 

LORD had made a breach in the tribes of Israel” (Judges 21:15). So to conclude, God does not rape, 

nor does he kill without good reason. 

Deuteronomy 3; Joshua 6: Again, to every story there is a back-story. The preface to this event is when God promised to give 

his people their very own land. But as we know from logic, reason, and experience, nothing 

comes to us easy – especially when talking about a very attractive piece of real estate that has 

beneficial maritime and terrestrial qualities! God didn’t just hand the land over to them any 

different than how God doesn’t make $100 bills rain down out of the sky. The second reason is it 

was judgment to all the nations who hated God. It’s always right to destroy evil. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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1st Chronicles 21: God shouldn’t be blamed for everything. The first verse tells us that “Satan stood against Israel.” 

Clearly Satan is to blame. As far as God is concerned, he let Satan punish Israel because of a series of 

former sins.  

2nd Kings 10:18-27: This text, which talks about the murdering of all the Baal prophets, is easy to explain. Prophets were 

very influential people who would sway the opinions of the people either toward God or toward 

idols. The prophets of God were his spokesmen to the people – pleading with the people to return to 

God or disaster will overtake them. On the contrary, the prophets of Baal were lying impostors. 

Think of them as yellow journalists. There is no need for them. They are damning people’s souls. 

They must be silent, but since they refuse to recant, they have to die. It’s better that a few liars die, 

than for an entire nation to die for believing lies. That’s exactly what happened. Remember, this was 

the last remedy. Always remember that God has “no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezekiel 33:11).           

   


